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PROTOCOL GOVERNING THE PROCEDURE FOR DEPOSITING AND 

DEFENDING CONFIDENTIAL DOCTORAL THESES 

 

1. Thesis with a confidentiality agreement with a company 

1. Application to deposit a doctoral thesis  

1.1 Doctoral students must prepare two versions of their thesis: a full version, 
which shall indicate all the information that is regarded as confidential, and an 
abridged version, which shall indicate that confidential information has been 
omitted. Both versions must clearly state their confidential nature and the name of 
the natural or legal person it belongs to. 

1.2. When the doctoral student applies to deposit the thesis, he/she must use the 
Thesis Defense Report (doc 1) to request that the thesis be regarded as wholly or 
partially confidential, that the publication of the thesis on the TDX be postponed, 
and that the thesis defense not be open to the general public or be restricted. 

1.3. The doctoral student must send the abridged version of the thesis to the EPD 
by intranet (submit the application for deposit in digital format and attach the 
required documentation), and provide an explanation that some information is 
missing because it is confidential. This is the version that will be uploaded on the 
BSCW and which will initially be published at the URV’s Learning and Research 
Centre.  

1.4. The EPD will display the information in the application for deposit, provided in 
the Thesis Defense Report (doc 1), and will initiate the procedure to ensure the 
confidentiality of the doctoral thesis with all the parties involved. 

1.5 The EPD informs the thesis supervisor, the coordinator of the doctoral program 
and the secretary of the corresponding department that the doctoral student has 
requested that the thesis be regarded as confidential and that the abridged version 
will be uploaded on the BSCW. 

1.6 The EPD sends all parties involved in the process of approving and authorizing 
the thesis defense a copy of the Confidentiality Agreement so that it can be signed 
(supervisors, members of the academic committee, members of the examination 
panel and external reviewers). 

2. Authorization of the doctoral thesis deposit by the CA 

2.1 The supervisor, members of the academic committee, members of the 
examination panel and external reviewers return the Confidentiality Agreement, 
duly signed, to the EPD before the deposit is authorized by the academic 
committee. 

2.2 When the EPD receives the Confidentiality Agreement, it sends it to the doctoral 
Student and informs him/her that the full version can now be sent to the members 
of the examination panel with an explicit warning of its confidential nature. 

3. Deposit and dissemination of the doctoral thesis 
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3.1 The EPD publishes on intranet the list of theses deposited for the approval of 
the CDE, indicating whether they are confidential and the type of defense. 

3.2. Should any URV doctors wish to consult the thesis and make comments, the 
EPD shall provide them with the abridged version. They will only be able to consult 
the full version by getting in touch directly with the doctoral student. 

 5. Approval of the doctoral thesis defence by the CDE  

5.1 The EPD asks the doctoral student to send a paper copy and a pdf copy of the 
full version of the thesis before approval by the CDE (the full version will not be 
published or consulted). 

6. Announcement of the defense 

6.1 The department’s secretary’s office organizes the thesis defense behind closed 
doors or with restricted access in accordance with the doctoral student’s request in 
the Thesis Defense Report (doc 1). It also tells the Office for Communication not to 
publish the date, place and time of the defense on the University’s website. 

7. The thesis defense 

7.1 During the public defense of the thesis, whether behind closed doors or with 
restricted access, the examination panel must tell all attendees of its confidential 
nature. 

9. Sending the documents with the grade of the thesis 

9.1 The secretary’s office of the department sends the University Library the 
original abridged versión of the thesis. 

10. Dissemination on TDX and Teseo 

Once the doctoral thesis has been approved, the department enters the data that 
are not confidential into the TESEO program of the Ministry of Education, Culture 
and Sport,  
but does not send a copy of the thesis. 
 
Using the document Thesis Defense Report (doc 1), the doctoral student must 
request that the publication of the thesis on TDX be postponed (see section 1.2). 
 
Once the doctoral student has completed the process of applying for the degree, 
the EPD enters the planned publication date in the database. 
 
Once the agreed period of postponement of publication is over, the EPD adds the 
file of the doctoral thesis to the repository of doctoral theses on-line (TDX, 
www.tdx.cat), which digitalizes the doctoral theses of the public universities of 
Catalonia and the rest of the Spanish state.  
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2. Regulations 

RD 99/2011 
 Article 13.3 Doctoral thesis 
3. Once it has been completed, the university must ensure that the thesis is publicized so that during the 
evaluation process and prior to the act of defense, other doctors may send comments on its content 

 
 Article 14. Evaluation and defense of the doctoral thesis 
4. The thesis must be evaluated during the defense, which is open to the public and consists of the doctoral 
student presenting and defending the doctoral research in front of the members of the examination panel. Any 
doctors present at the public session may ask questions whenever and however indicated to do so by the 
chairman of the panel. 
5. Once the doctoral thesis has been approved, the University must archive it in open-access format in an 
institutional repository and send an electronic copy and all the supplementary information to the Ministry of 
Education. 
6. In special circumstances determined by the program’s academic committee – for example, the participation 
of companies in the program or the school, the existence of agreements of confidentiality with companies or the 
possibility of generating patents from the content of the thesis – the universities have to set up procedures for 
carrying into effect sections 4 and 5 above so that these aspects are not given any publicity. 
 

 
1.1 ACADEMIC AND ENROLLMENT REGULATIONS FOR DOCTORAL COURSES 2014-
2015 
NAM Doctorat 2014/2015 
 
Article 21. Deposit of the doctoral thesis at the Postgraduate and Doctoral School (EPD) 

1. Once the academic committee has authorized the thesis deposit, the EPD will 
a) validate the documents, 
b) communicate the decision to the doctoral student and asks him/her to pay the fees for the thesis 
defense, sign the TDX contract and hand in to the secretary’s office the number of bound copies of the 
thesis that have been requested 
c) publish the announcement of the doctoral thesis deposit in the FOU (Official University Bulletin) 
and on the EPD’s website. 

2. As from the date of this publication, the doctoral thesis will remain in deposit for a minimum of ten days so 
that any doctors who see fit may examine it and make any remarks they deem to be appropriate to the director of 
the EPD before the CDE authorizes the thesis defense. 
 

Article 27. Archiving and publicity of the doctoral thesis 
1. Once the doctoral thesis has been approved, the University is responsible for archiving it in open-access 
format and sending an electronic copy and all the supplementary information to the Ministry of Education, 
Culture and Sports, in accordance with the procedure established by the EPD. 
2. The EPD adds the file of the doctoral thesis to the repository of on-line doctoral theses (TDX, www.tdx.cat), 
which digitalizes the doctoral theses of the public universities of Catalonia and the rest of the State, always 
bearing in mind the agreements entered into about data protection and confidentiality. Likewise, the file of the 
doctoral thesis is added to the URV’s institutional repository, which brings together all the University’s 
scientific output to guarantee that it is preserved as part of its heritage. 
3. The secretary of the department responsible for managing the doctoral program sends the definitive copy of 
the bound thesis to the URV’s Learning and Research Centre (CRAI). Once it has received the thesis, it is 
assigned a registration number, which it must communicate to the EPD so that it can be added to all the other 
data about the thesis. All members of the university community must be able to consult the thesis deposited with 
the CRAI. 

1.2. URV Regulations Governing  Industrial and Intellectual Property 
- Approved by the Governing Council on 30 April 2009-  
- Adapted to Law 14/2011, Law 2/2011 and Royal Decree 1791/2010- Annex 1  

Procedure for the protection and management of industrial and intellectual property rights. I. Results 
susceptible to being protected by industrial property rights  

A. Results must be communicated but not disclosed  
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Should a member of the URV personnel acquire knowledge or obtain a result that can be protected by an industrial 
property right from his/her activity at the URV, it must be communicated immediately to the FURV. A report must be 
attached that should include all the documentation regarding the invention and request protection of industrial 
property rights (hereinafter, “Application to Protect Industrial Property Rights”). 

If there are several inventors, a representative must be appointed to act as interlocutor with the FURV. When the 
inventors are external to the URV, an interlocutor must be chosen who is a member of the URV personnel 
(hereinafter, the interlocutor). The Application to Protect Industrial Property Rights must indicate the extent 
(percentage) to which each inventor participated in the invention, and in so doing must respect the provisions of these 
Regulations. If participation is not specified, all parties will be assumed to have participated equally. 

The inventors must fully cooperate with the FURV to do all that is necessary to protect the rights appropriately. 

At all times, the inventors must treat this information in the strictest confidence, and must refrain from disclosing it to 
third parties and/or publicizing the mentioned knowledge or results until they are given written authorization to do so 
by the URV or the FURV. 

The personnel of the FURV must treat this information in the strictest confidence and must provide the appropriate 
resources so that it cannot be accessed by third parties.  

1.3. Clauses on confidentiality in the Confidentiality Agreement (signed by doctoral students and thesis 
supervisors enrolled since 2013-2014) 

6.1. Trainee doctoral students agree not to reveal any of the data or information that may be regarded as confidential 
and which the supervisor of the thesis, the tutor or any other member of the research team of which they are a part 
may provide or reveal orally, in writing, graphically or by any other means. Likewise they must not disclose, 
communicate, loan or reveal to third parties any information about their work and must use the information obtained 
exclusively for the purposes of producing their doctoral thesis. 

6.2 Trainee doctoral students agree not to reveal any confidential information about the research project in which they 
are taking part without having expressly obtained written authorization from the supervisor or tutor of the doctoral 
thesis. If necessary, doctoral students can use the special procedure for the authorization and defense of doctoral 
theses subject to knowledge and technology transfer processes regulated by the URV regulations governing 
procedures for submitting the thesis proposal, writing and authorizing the doctoral thesis, appointing the examination 
panel, and evaluating the thesis. 

6.3. Doctoral students must sign any confidentiality agreement that the doctoral thesis supervisor, the research project 
director or the tutor may require. The confidentiality agreement will remain in force and continue to be binding even 
after the administrative or employment relationship between the doctoral student and the URV has terminated. 

7. If the doctoral student is the recipient of a grant or undertaking their doctoral thesis under the terms of an 
agreement with a company or institution, the specific clauses governing confidentiality and intellectual and industrial 
property of the grant or agreement will be applied. 

 
 


